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Some problems are difficult to "see" even if you
draw a picture. For these problems, it can be
helpful to actually act out the problem. When
you role-play with friends or people at home,
you may discover the solution as you act out the
problem. Or you may recognize another strat-
egy that will help you find the answer. Some-
times "acting out" a problem can be done with
manipulative materials. To find the solution to
the problem below, become the director and
choose your cast to act this out:

Strategy of the Month

★★ 1.  Find the first number for the flow-
chart:

     ??

                                +2                         15

                                          +4
                  +5

★★★★  2.  Curly, Flipsy, Fuzzy and
Topsy are sitting in a row.  Topsy is first.
Fuzzy is last.  Curly is between Topsy
and Flipsy.  Who is in the third seat?

★★ 3.  What numeral is shown?
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  ones

                     hundreds

                                                         tens

★★ 4.  A waiter brought a pitcher of
water to a table of six persons.  Each
person filled his glass and the pitcher
was empty.  If each glass holds 4 ounces,
how much water was in the pitcher at the
start?

Freddy Frog is at the bottom of the stairs. He
can move up three steps each time he hops. The
pool is at the top of the stairs.  If Freddy Frog
hops five times before he is in the pool,  how
many stairs are there to the pool?

3
         4

      Dogs         Tails         Ears         Legs

★★★★ 5. There are six puppies in the
yard. How many tails, ears and legs are in
the yard? Fill in the chart below  to help
you find the answers.

 Tails_____    Ears _____     Legs _____

         5
         6

2
        1

B7



MathStars Home Hints
Calculators are important tools. They do not
replace mathematical thinking; you must tell
the calculator what numbers and operations to
use. Calculators allow students to focus their
energies on solving problems and to easily try
alternative solutions. They also allow students
to solve problems that are too difficult for
pencil and paper. Number sense and good
estimation skills are important when students
use technology to carry out computations.
Explore some "what if" situations with the
calculator. "What if the cost of gas goes up
4¢... What if we build the patio 2 feet wider..."

Setting Personal Goals
Accuracy is very important to everyone.
Pharmacists must always measure accurately
when preparing prescriptions and carpenters
must cut supporting boards precisely to fit.
Careless mistakes may be avoided in the
classroom by computing carefully, checking
back over work, and writing numbers clearly
and neatly. Remember:  If work is worth
doing, it is worth doing well.

★★ 6. Jody is trying to estimate the num-
ber of marbles in a jar.  Use these clues to
help him make a good guess:

 (1)  there are more than 44 marbles.

 (2)  there are fewer than 50 marbles.

 (3)  there is an even number of marbles.

How many marbles should Jody guess?

 ★★ 7.  What number will make this
statement true?

★★★★ 8.  Complete the graph to show
the lunch count for Mr. Scott's class.

On Monday, four students brought their
lunch.
 On Tuesday, two more than on Monday
brought their lunch.
 On Wednesday, three less than on
Tuesday brought their lunch.
 On Thursday, two more than on
Wednesday brought their lunch.
 On Friday, three more than on Thursday
brought their lunch.

 7 + 6 =          + 9

     Lunches
  Fri
 Thurs
  Wed
 Tues
 Mon
               1   2  3   4    5   6   7   8   9   10


